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Flourishing with God in life, learning and love! 

SCHOOL NEWS 
Well, it has been wonderful to see all the children this week! We hope both 
you and your children are settling back into life at DVIS. The children and 
teachers have all been working hard to re-establish friendships, return to 
the rhythm of learning in class and reminding themselves of the school 
rules and routines. It has brought a huge amount of joy to all at DVIS to 
hear the classrooms and playgrounds buzzing again!  
 
The team at school have continued to work exceptionally hard and I 
consider myself so fortunate to work with such a hardworking, passionate, 
thoughtful and caring team.  
 
Team Changes 
Part of working with such a team means that it's always very hard when 
someone chooses to move on, and we have to say goodbye.  
 
This week we heard that Miss Elizabeth Cormack (currently on sabbatical in 
Vancouver) has got engaged and will be getting married this summer, and 
then will remain in Canada for the foreseeable future! Miss Cormack has been at DVIS for 9 years and 
has taught in Reception and Year 1, leading several different curriculum areas during that time. We are 
thrilled for her of course but will really miss her. 
 
Sadly, we will also be saying goodbye at the end of the academic year to Mrs Kate Richards. Mrs 
Richards has been with us for 8 years and, amongst other subjects, has led Computing in school for the 
last few years. She will be moving out of London to embark on a wonderful new season with her family. 
Again, we are so pleased for her, but she will be hugely missed by all colleagues. 
 
Our thanks to them both for all they have brought to DVIS and for their loyalty to the school and 
community.  
 
We also will be saying all the best to two great colleagues, Mrs Kirsty Warriss and Miss Alex Brown as 
they head off on their maternity leaves in the coming weeks. Due to Covid restrictions they will be 
working from home for a while and supporting us all from there. I look forward to sharing the news of 
their new arrivals in the summer.  
 
The Leadership team are working hard to secure some excellent new members of the DVIS teaching 
team. Adverts will be placed on our school website and in the TES. We will keep you posted! 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Comic Relief dress up day 
Friday 19th March 

 
End of term  

Thursday 1st April  
normal time. 

 
First day of summer term 

Monday 19th April  
(NB there is NO Inset day) 

 

http://www.dulwichvillageinfants.co.uk/


 

 

 
Coming up before Easter we have a lot going on in school and below are a few reminders.  
 
Comic Relief - Friday 19th March  
On the 19th March we will be raising money for Comic Relief and dressing up as superheroes for the 
day. Please don't feel like you have to go all out - a mask or a cape/old sheet goes a long way in 
superhero circles! Any donation would be welcome and will be collected in class. Thank you. 
 
Neurodiversity Week 
This year we will be marking Neurodiversity Week in the week commencing 22nd March. We will 
be celebrating the many different ways in which children learn at our school, and by thinking about 
how unique and special we all are.  
https://www.neurodiversity-celebration-week.com/ 
 
Each class will be marking the week through short films, discussions and activities that suit that 
particular group of children, according to their age and experiences. We have a few visitors booked to 
come and speak to different classes about being neurodiverse, as we continue to reflect the wonderful 
diversity and inclusion within our school. 
 
We have been teaching the children the song 'This is me!' from the Greatest Showman film, using 
Makaton. They have already begun to remember the meaningful words and signs and are singing 
beautifully! If you would like to play this with them, please 
see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpA7q2SIh2o&feature=emb_title 
 
The following days are being celebrated nationally:  
World Down syndrome Day 21st March. https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/ 
Autism awareness 29th March-4th April. https://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money/world-
autism-awareness-week/waaw-schools 
Epilepsy awareness- 26th March. https://www.purpleday.org/ 
ADHD awareness-October 2021.https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/adhd-
awareness-month-
2021/#:~:text=October%201%20%2D%20October%2030,which%20affects%20children%20and%20adult
s. 
 
On Monday 22nd March, we would like to celebrate World Down syndrome Day by inviting the children 
to wear colourful odd socks, and learning some more Makaton. 
Across the week, we will be learning about celebrities/Autism and ADHD and singing 'This is me' with 
Makaton. 
On Thursday 25th March, we will be celebrating Epilepsy Awareness Day by wearing anything purple.  
 
We would like to invite you to bring in donations (in envelopes labelled ND Week please), so that we can 
share between 3 charities:  
http://www.downssouthlondon.org/For-Supporters/ 
https://www.purpleday.org/find-ways-to-help/ 
https://www.londonautismgroupcharity.org/fundraising 
 
Please contact Tanya Easter (teaster@dulwichvillage.southwark.sch.uk) if you have any 
queries/experience/knowledge to offer, that might be helpful for our plans for the week. Thank you. 
 
Healthy Breakfast Boxes 
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For those who have signed up for these packages, they will continue to be made available this term. We 
ask that these are collected on the day set. If this is not possible, please call the school before coming to 
collect it so we can have them ready to go for you. Thank you.  

 

PTFA NEWS 
Second Hand School Uniform  
Next Thursday, 18th March, there will be another second-hand uniform sale, 9.15-10.15am in the marquee 
by the Francis Meadow Gate. 
Clean, washed, good quality uniform/shoes ready to go to a new home (after quarantine) can be left at 
either office reception. Please label the bag with the size using a separate bag for each size. Thank you.  
 

New Treasurer 

The PTFA are looking for a new Treasurer to support their work. Please get in touch with Megan Pacey 
(Co-Chair) if you would like to find out more about this role. Megan's email is:  
meganpacey@hotmail.com. Thank you.  
 

Covid-19 Update/Reminders 
 

Reminder of what to do if your child has Covid symptoms  
If your child displays any Covid symptoms, please keep them safely at home and carry out a test for 
them. If the test is negative, they (and any sibling) may return to school, if positive they (and members 
of the household including siblings) must isolate for 10 days from the onset of the symptoms/the 
positive test.  
It is very important that you keep us informed of any symptoms and/or positive results so that we can 
ensure we follow safe procedures for all in school. 
When reporting any illness or child absence to the school office first thing in the morning, please be 
clear as to symptoms and reasons for absence.  
Thank you.  
 
A gentle reminder for parent and carers, 
Please remember to maintain social distancing when you are bringing children to school and collecting 
your children; book bags are to come to school only on Monday and Fridays to collect and return 
reading books, we ask that water bottles and packed lunches arrive with the children upon entry at your 
child's start time. 
If you need to contact the school offices please do so via office@dulwichvillage.southwark.sch.uk or 
0207 525 9233, your messages will be passed on to the class teacher directly. If you need to submit 
anything, please do so using the boxes/ post box provide outside the office main entrances. Thank you.  
 
Perseverance!  
A new addition arrived in the Poyton household over the last few weeks - a 
12-week-old black Labrador puppy! Perseverance (Percy) is named after this 
season we have all found ourselves in and the amount of said quality that we 
have needed to demonstrate! His arrival also coincided with the 
Perseverance rover landing on Mars, so Team Poyton felt very on point!  
Percy will be making some appearances in school in the coming months. We 
fully appreciate that not everyone is comfortable around a dog so please let 
the office know if there are any issues or allergies for your child that we 
should be aware of. A full risk assessment will be made and written to ensure 
Percy's visits are fun and safe.  
 



 

 

Have a happy and restful weekend. 
Helen Poyton, Susan James and Tanya Easter 


