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Flourishing with God in life, learning and love! 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Thank you to everyone for donations and dressing up today in aid of 
Comic relief! We hope the children enjoyed the day. 
 
Neurodiversity Week – next week!  
https://www.neurodiversity-celebration-week.com/ 

 
We have been teaching the children the song 'This is me!' from the 
Greatest Showman film, using Makaton. They have already begun to 
remember the meaningful words and signs and are singing beautifully! If 
you would like to play this with them, please 
see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpA7q2SIh2o&feature=emb_title 
 
Reminders: 
On Monday 22nd March, we are celebrating World Down Syndrome Day 
by inviting the children to wear colourful odd socks, and learning some 
more Makaton. 
Across the week, we will be learning about celebrities/Autism and ADHD 
and singing 'This is me' with Makaton. 
On Thursday 25th March, we will be celebrating Epilepsy Awareness Day by wearing anything purple.  
 
We would like to invite you to bring in donations (in envelopes labelled ND Week please), so that we can 
share between 3 charities:  
http://www.downssouthlondon.org/For-Supporters/ 
https://www.purpleday.org/find-ways-to-help/ 
https://www.londonautismgroupcharity.org/fundraising 
 
Labelling items brought to school 
Please can everyone check this weekend that all water bottles, clothing, coats, shoes etc. are all labelled 
clearly so that we can return items to the correct people. Thank you. 

 

PTFA NEWS 
  
Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who helped run and supported all our Christmas 
activities.  Despite the challenges that we faced with COVID restricting what we were able to do, we 
raised more money than ever before through the programme of Christmas activities that we were able 
to run and we were so grateful that we were able to raise more than £10,000 through our Covid 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

TLC calls: 
Monet – 22nd (PM) / 26th (AM) 
Goldsworthy – 23rd March 
Kandinsky – 25th March 
 

Picasso – 26th March 
Hepworth – 29th March 
Magritte – 30th March 

 
End of term  

Thursday 1st April  
normal time. 

 
First day of summer term 

Monday 19th April  
(NB there is NO Inset day) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpA7q2SIh2o&feature=emb_title
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Christmas Appeal.  Your ongoing support has been phenomenal and we are so very, very 
grateful.  Thank you also to those parents who chose to support the PTFA with the charitable donations 
allocated to them from their employers as the financial year draws to a close.  
  
The second phase of school closures on the back of the second wave of Covid hit the school and our 
school community hard.  As a PTFA, we were pleased to able to continue to support the school and the 
wellbeing of the staff, with what they needed as they worked tirelessly to keep the school open for the 
children of critical workers.  To date this has included higher grade face masks, more sanitizing hand gel, 
purchasing additional and replacement reading books and weekly deliveries of fresh fruit for the staff up 
to the February half term.   The closure of schools in January and February to all but critical workers also 
provided an opportunity to commence the work replacing the condemned playground equipment. The 
PTFA were very pleased to be able to confirm to the school at the beginning of January, that on the back 
of the Christmas fundraising efforts, that we had sufficient funds for that work to be carried out straight 
away.  
  
Coming up! 
Easter is but weeks away! 
 

 Today, you should find in your child’s book bag, a template for our “Design and Easter Egg 

Competition”.  Children need to cut out the egg shape and design and decorate the Easter Egg 

using crayons, felt tips, paper, card, foil, paints, stickers, fabrics, ribbon—whatever you have at 

home! And write their name and class on the back, then place it in the PTFA boxes outside the 

Francis or the Lake Buildings by 9am, Thursday 1st April 2021 to be in to win a prize!  Additional 

templates (for those who arrive home without it or who make irretrievable ‘juicy mistakes’) will 

be in the boxes outside the Lake and Francis buildings for you to help yourself to. 

 We will also shortly be launching our fabulous Easter Egg hunt.  The Egg Hunt map, which also 

includes a range of fun activities will be available to download from the PTFA website, at a cost 

of £5 per family from the week before the end of term.  The hunt will remain live over the two 

weeks of the Easter holidays, which we hope will help keep everyone occupied and entertained 

as we continue to emerge from the current Covid restrictions.  More details to follow next 

week.  Many thanks again to Sarah Leach for her amazing work pulling this together. 

The future …. 
Covid continues to impact on the work of the PTFA and how we are able to do things.  A small 
committee continues to work on your behalf reviewing might be possible and considering the ever-
evolving restrictions that we face as a society.  The road map that was published at the end of February 
has now given us some parameters in which to work and we are currently reviewing our Summer 
programme of events and looking at how we might be able to hold a parents and carers “Summer 
Social” in the vein of our extremely popular Parents Christmas Party, the Year 2 leavers disco as well as 
reinvent our famous summer fair so that a version of it could take place on Saturday 27th June.  Keeping 
everyone safe continues to be our priority and best laid plans might mean that some of our activity will 
be need to be further amended, postponed or abandoned depending on how the roadmap pans out in 
the run up to 21st June when the government hopes to be in a position to lift all restrictions.  To do this 
will require significant numbers of parent volunteers – requests for assistance will be made via your 
class reps and the WhatsApp network.  We should have a clearer idea as to what will be possible after 
the Easter break at which point, please be ready to put your hand up to help.  If you’d like to get more 
involved in the earlier planning that will begin after the Easter break, please make yourself known to 
your class reps so they can notify the PTFA committee.  

 
 
 



Covid-19 Update/Reminders 
 

Food Vouchers over Easter break 
Southwark remains committed to supporting its disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils and will do this by 
using the Winter Grant Scheme extension funding to provide meals for those pupils who are eligible to 
receive benefits-related FSM during the Easter 2021 holiday, just as it did over the Christmas holiday 
period and February half term. 
 
In addition, funding will also be provided for meals, over the same period, for any primary and 
nursery pupils whose parent requests them, in line with the council’s FHSNM pledge. We understand 
that some parents will say that they do not want or need this support over the Easter holiday period and 
so we ask that if you WOULD LIKE the vouchers please complete this Google Form 
https://bit.ly/3tAXJNT BY 23rd MARCH 4PM to ensure we have your details. 
 
Food and fun Easter holiday programme 2021 
This year Southwark Council will be hosting the Food and Fun holiday programme during the three main 
school holidays: Easter, Summer and Christmas. The programme is funded by the Department for 
Education and builds on last summer’s very successful ‘Summer of Food and Fun’ which was run in 
conjunction with Lambeth. The programme aims to support local families access free, healthy food and 
fun activities over school holidays in 2021 
 
This Easter, they will be partnering with local holiday hubs across Southwark to provide an exciting 
programme of food and activities for children and young people in our local communities, aged between 
5 and 16 years. Although this is an inclusive programme, we aim to reach as many children and young 
people entitled to FSM as possible. 
 
Please take a look at this link: Easter programme website, where you can locate and sign up to your 
nearest hub. 
 
Each programme will provide: 
·        free, nutritious and tasty food, 
·        fun physical activity sessions, 
·        a wide range of other enriching activities to suit different ages and personalities 
·        opportunities to learn more about food and nutrition for children and their families 
 
Reminder of what to do if your child has Covid symptoms  
If your child displays any Covid symptoms, please keep them safely at home and carry out a test for 
them. If the test is negative, they (and any sibling) may return to school, if positive they (and members 
of the household including siblings) must isolate for 10 days from the onset of the symptoms/the 
positive test.  
It is very important that you keep us informed of any symptoms and/or positive results so that we can 
ensure we follow safe procedures for all in school. 
When reporting any illness or child absence to the school office first thing in the morning, please be 
clear as to symptoms and reasons for absence.  
Thank you.  
 
Easter Break – Track and Trace at DVIS 
Over the Easter break we will be doing our part for the track and trace. As with the previous Christmas 
and half term holidays we ask the following: 
 
The email for alerting the school to any symptoms or positive Covid tests will be open during the first 
week of the Easter holidays, from the 2nd April, and checked daily at 9am until the 8th April. This allows 
us to continue to support the track and trace process for children and adults in school.   

https://bit.ly/3tAXJNT
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/foodandfun


 
If a DVIS pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 
symptoms within 48 hours of being in school (i.e. before 3:30pm on Saturday 3rd April), the school is 
asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been 
infectious whilst in school. In this situation, we ask parents/carers of this DVIS child to contact DVIS on 
the following COVID specific email address:  
  
 positivecovidtest@dulwichvillage.southwark.sch.uk  
  
 PLEASE DO NOT EMAIL THE DVIS OFFICE ADDRESS.   
An example: a DVIS child develops COVID symptoms on the morning of Saturday 3rd April. A test is taken 
on Saturday or Sunday and then confirmed positive by the Tuesday or Wednesday. Hence the DfE has 
requested 6 days for the school to be available to help identify any contacts.  
  
Please note: this COVID email address will only be necessary and available for the first 6 days after 
teaching ends (i.e. up to 3:30pm on 8th April).   
   
The COVID email address will be checked daily at 9am. If there has been a positive test result where 
symptoms developed within 48 hours of leaving school, the relevant class and/or year group will receive 
an email explaining this and what they need to do next.   
   
Please note the school does not need to be made aware of positive COVID cases in children who 
do not attend DVIS or for other family members or friends. Thank you.    
   
Prior to returning to school after the Easter break, you will be able to contact DVIS in the same way as 
before, calling or emailing the office@dulwichvillage.southwark.sch.uk, to let us know of any absence 
due to sickness or COVID (be that a child with a positive result or a child isolating due to being in contact 
with a person with COVID).  

 
Perseverance!  
Percy had a wonderful time at school yesterday! Both he and Mrs Poyton were suitable tired by the end 
of the day but had a lovely time meeting all the DVIS children and team. Percy will be back again soon 
with a couple more tricks up his sleeves/paws and a new toy to share with his DVIS pals. 
 

Have a great weekend. 
Helen Poyton, Susan James and Tanya Easter 


