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“Flourishing with God in life, learning and love” 

Progression of skills in GEOGRAPHY 

Area of 
learning/skill 

Reception 
(The World) 

Where is this 
learnt, 

practised, 
revisited or 

seen? 

Year 1 Where is this 
learnt, 

practised, 
revisited or 

seen? 

Year 2 Where is this learnt, 
practised, revisited or 

seen? 

Geographical 
enquiry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
the World-The 
World: 
Looks closely at 
similarities, 
differences, 
patterns and 
change. 
-Draw information 
from a simple map 
-Explore the 
natural world 
around them 
-Describe what 
they see, hear and 
feel whilst they 
are outside 
-Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to 
the one in which 
they live 
-Understand the 
effect of changing 

Aut1-Who am I-
observation of 
differences 
between us. 
Sum 1- What 
lives in my 
world? Compare 
different types 
of habitats  
 
Maps- explore 
where they live, 
type of house, 
map route to 
sch. Compare to 
other chn in 
other schs (not 
stereotypical) 
Annual 
International 
Week 
 
Walking Bear-
observations of 

 Teacher-led 
enquiries, to ask 
and respond to 
simple closed 
questions 

 Use information 
books/pictures as 
sources of 
information 

 Investigate their 
surroundings 

 Make 
observations 
about where 
things are eg 
within school or 
local area 

Aut1-To Infinity 
and Beyond- 
Our Local Area 
Map-making of 
school grounds, 
village 

 Children encouraged to ask 
simple geographical questions; 
Where is it? What’s it like? 

 Use NF books, stories, maps 
pictures/photos and internet 
as sources of information 

 Investigate their surroundings 

 Make simple comparisons 
between features of different 
places 

Aut1-comparing building 
in London with another 
city eg Bangkok 
Aut1 
Big Book of bears – 
guided reading text 
 
Year 1 transition mapping 
of Francis Building 
Annual International 
Week 
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Pick a day a term to 
look at seasons  
 
 

seasons on the 
natural world 
around them 
 
ELG:  
Children know 
about similarities 
and differences in 
relation to places, 
objects, materials 
and living things. 
They talk about 
the features of 
their own 
immediate 
environment and 
how environments 
might vary from 
one another.  
 
They make 
observations of 
animals and plants 
and explain why 
some things occur, 
and talk about 
changes. 
-Describe their 
immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, 
discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts 
and maps; 
-Explain some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in 

local area eg 
road crossings 
etc 
 
Aut2 
Why is light imp. 
Seasons change 
of time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Su 1- What lives 
in my world? 
Sp2-How can I 
care for my 
world? 
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this country and 
life in other 
countries, drawing 
on knowledge 
from stories, non-
fiction texts and – 
when appropriate 
– maps. 
-Explore the 
natural world 
around them, 
making 
observations and 
drawing pictures 
of animals and 
plants; 
-Know some 
similarities and 
differences 
between the 
natural world 
around them and 
contrasting 
environments, 
drawing on their 
experiences and 
what has been 
read in class; 
-Understand some 
important 
processes and 
changes in the 
natural world 
around them, 
including the 
seasons and 
changing states of 
matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aut2 
Sp1 
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direction/location Maths-40-60 
months  
Can describe their 
relative position 
such as ‘behind’ or 
‘next to’. 
As Yr 1 (Maths) 

See Maths 
Bee Bots 
computing 
porgrams 

 Follow directions 
(up, down, left, 
right, forwards, 
backwards) 

Su2 
Pirates, maps,  
Within 
Computing & 
Maths Curr 

 Follow directions (as Yr 1 and 
inc NSEW) 

Au1-aerial perspective of 
River Thames inc 
directional language 
 
Also in Maths-see STAR 

drawing maps Draw picture maps 
of imaginary 
places and from 
stories 

Continuous 
provision 
 
Spr 2 

 Draw picture 
maps of imaginary 
places and from 
stories 

Su2-Pirate 
treasure map 

 Draw a map of a real or 
imaginary place (eg add detail 
to a sketch map from aerial 
photograph) 

Au1-aerial perspective 
Year 1 transition mapping 
of Francis Building 
Sum2- position & 
direction in Maths 

representation Make imaginary 
maps eg treasure 
maps 

What can I 
create? Garden 
maps, treasure 
hunt maps 

 Use own symbols 
on imaginary map 

Au1-local area  Begin to understand the need 
for a key 

 Use class agreed symbols to 
make a simple key 

Sum 2-position & 
direction in Maths 
Sum 2- chn design a map 
for new Y1 class.  
Diversity lesson 

using maps  Lion hunt/Bear 
hunt – make 
maps 

 Use a simple 
picture map to 
move around the 
school, recognise 
it is about a place 

Au1-local area  Follow a route on a map 

 Use a plan view 

 Use an infant atlas to locate 
places 

Au1-English-Great Fire 
 
Au1 part of free flow 
activities 

scale/distance Use relative 
vocabulary (eg 
bigger, smaller) 

Throughout 
Maths 

 Use relative 
vocabulary (eg 
bigger, smaller, 
like/dislike) 

  Begin to spatially match places 
(eg to recognise UK on a small 
scale and larger scale map) 

Au1  
Spr 2 part of free flow 
activities 

Perspective      Look down on objects to make 
a plan view map 

Create for Y1s coming to 
Y2 
 
 

Map knowledge Learn names of 
some places 
significant to them 
eg London, 
England or 
another home 
city/country 

Walking Bear 
 
Fun books/Show 
& Tell 
 
Annual 
International 
Week  

 Learn names of 
some places 
within/around the 
UK. Eg home 
town, cities, 
countries eg 
Wales, France. 

 Use locational 

Su2-Blue Planet 
eg identifying 
countries and 
cities of UK. 
In our learning 
about 
continents, we 
currently look at 

 Locate and name on UK map 
major features eg London, 
River Thames, home location, 
seas 

Au1-use simple compass 
directions 
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knowledge to 
name and locate 
world’s 7 
continents and 5 
oceans. 

 Name, located 
and identify 
characteristics of 
the 4 countries 
and capital cities 
of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

animals and 
physical 
geography. Will 
extend to 
include diverse 
cultural images 
(to include 
people, places 
of worship, 
homes etc) 

Style of map    Pictures maps 
and globes 

 Find land/ sea 
on globe 

 Use an infant 
atlas 

Su2- Blue 
Planet 

 Use teacher drawn base 
maps 

 Use large scale OS maps 
 

Au1-various, eg aerial 
 
Sp1-using maps, name 
and locate 7 continents 
and oceans, the UK and 
its countries 

 


