
 

Reception Newsletter Autumn 1 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to Dulwich Village Church of England Infants’ School!  We realise the start to school has not 

been quite the same as usual but we hope that it has been a smooth and happy one. We are a very 

friendly team, so please do feel free to contact us with any queries or concerns that you may have. 

 

The Reception teachers are: 

 

 Mrs Kirsty Warriss (Early Years Leader and Matisse) 

 Miss Alex Brown (Matisse) 

 Mrs Melanie Searle (Riley) 

 Miss Joanna Payne (Lowry) 

 

The teaching assistants are: 

 

 Miss Jess Maher (Matisse) 

 Mrs Michelle Fox (Riley) 

 Miss Alison Bailey (Lowry) 

 

1:1Assistants: 

 Miss Mayra Lasso (Matisse) 

 Miss Dre Whyte, Mr Evan (Riley) 

 Mrs Beverly Graham (Lowry) 

 

 

Reception Classes and Outdoors: During Covid 

The Reception classes used to make up one unit and the children had access to all rooms for parts of 

the day.  However, with the current climate we now stay within our class bubbles and have sectioned 

off areas outside for each class. This is to ensure less mixing between the children and staff. The 

children will be offered different activities within the class across the week and we will rotate these 

to ensure the same is on offer for all children across the unit.   

 

Termly Learning Conferences (TLCs) 

We will be offering phone calls in October to discuss how your child has settled into their new class. 

We will let you know of the exact date and time soon. At a later TLC date, we will discuss your child’s 

learning.  

 

Curriculum Evening 

Our Curriculum Evening this year will be being recorded and then emailed out to you in October, for 

you to watch at your convenience. This is an opportunity to hear about all the exciting things your 

child will be learning in school and how your child’s day is run.  

 



 

PE 

Formal PE lessons in Reception start in the summer term. Until then, the children get their physical 

development needs met through the outdoor play area. We will be explaining more about this in the 

Curriculum Evening presentation. 

 

Before and After School 

It is essential that children arrive and are collected at the correct times. We have staggered drop 

off and collection times to ensure less mixing between the bubbles. Please can we ask you drop off 

and pick up your child promptly and we ask that you quickly move off the school site following the 

one-way system. Any children arriving after their class start time will be marked in as late. The 

garden gate will be locked at 3.40pm. Please ensure that you are punctual when collecting your child 

as the teachers often have meetings and duties after school.   

 

Riley- 8.40am- 3.10pm 

Lowry- 8.50am- 3.20pm 

Matisse- 9.00am- 3.30pm 

 

If someone else is picking up your child, please email the school office who will let us know.  We would 

also be very grateful for your understanding and patience while we get to know your faces and names. 

At drop off and pick-up the children are not permitted to use the climbing apparatus. Thank you so 

much. 

 

Food Technology 

In order to cover the cost of cooking ingredients that we use through the year, we ask for a 

voluntary contribution of £3.  Money should be sent into school in an envelope marked with your 

child’s name and class.  Any slips or money sent into school can be handed in directly to the office. 

 

Model Making  

We are always grateful for any small cardboard boxes, cardboard tubes, rinsed milk bottles, egg 

boxes, foil etc. so the children can use them in their model making. We also use bottle tops of all 

types (plastic bottle lids, jam jar lids etc). There will be signs in the window of each class when we 

need these items and a large bin will be placed by the Reception exit gate, for you to drop the items 

into. 

 

Taking books home 

Soon the children will be bringing a sharing book home. A sharing book is for you to read to your child. 

Books will be given out every Monday, and you should return them that Friday. This is to allow for the 

books to be quarantined for 72 hours before being touched. After half term, your child will receive a 

levelled reading book to begin to read to you, and a letter with some more information. In school we 

teach the children to respect these books and we would appreciate it if you would reinforce this at 

home.  If a book is lost or damaged, it will need to be replaced or the school reimbursed.   

 

 

 



 

Water bottles 

Please remember each child needs a named water bottle to be brought in every day, as its important 

for children to have access to water at all times. Due to Covid we are currently not permitted to let 

children use cups. 

 

Name writing 

We are starting to practice our name writing. The children are all at different stages. It would be a 

great help if you could encourage the correct pencil hold of the tripod grip and support your child by 

demonstrating the correct letter formation.  

               

   
Topic 

This half term our topic is ‘Me, My world and I’.  We have enclosed a copy of the topic web which 

gives you an overview of the Early Learning Goals we are working towards.  They are organised into 7 

areas of learning:  

 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Literacy 

 Maths 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 Understanding of the World 

 

Blog 

At DVIS we have a school blog that can be accessed through our main school web page. As a 

Reception team we will be posting news and photos about the children’s learning regularly. So please 

check in to see what they have been doing. 

 

We look forward to a very happy half term with all of your children. 

Kind regards,  

Mrs Warriss and the Reception Team 


