
 

RECEPTION NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2 2021 
 

 

We hope you all had a restful half-term break and are looking forward to the coming term. It was 

wonderful to see so many of you for termly learning conferences (TLCs) last term, and to be able 

to share with you how your child has been settling. We hope that it was useful for you. We look 

forward to chatting to you again for the next TLC meeting in spring, but in the meantime please do 

not hesitate to contact us with any query or concern you may have.  We are always happy to discuss 

any issues with you at a mutually convenient time. 

 

Topic 

This half term our topic is ‘Why is light important?’.  We will be learning about: 

 What light is and where it comes from? 

 Different sources of light (natural, artificial, as well as reflected light) 

 Festivals and celebrations that involve light (Diwali, Christmas, Bonfire night 

 What things need light to survive? 

 Nocturnal animals  

 And lots of science involving light! 

 

Phonics 

We have now introduced some of the single-letter sounds and will continue doing so until we have 

introduced the whole alphabet. We are blending them together to read and write simple words.  

These sounds are: 

 

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, r, j, v, y, w, z, q, x 

 

Please do practise recognising and saying the sounds with the children. The ability to rapidly 

recognise and say sounds will greatly enhance their ability to read words. You can help them to 

read words in their new reading books by getting them to: 

 split up the words into individual sounds (segment) 

 blend (say the sounds quickly in sequence) to hear the word, e.g. c- a- t 

 repeat the whole word ‘cat’. 

 

We have noticed that some of the children are saying sounds with a ‘uh’ at the end, rather than 

the clear sound e.g. muh for the sound mmm or tuh for tttt. This video shows exactly how each 

sound is said. Please do have a look if you would like to clarify how to say the sounds of the 

alphabet. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE  (or search for ‘phonics pronunciation’ 

on YouTube) 
 

Mathematical development 

This half term we are going into depth looking at the lower numbers and how we can represent 

them in different ways and what number actually means. We are also continuing to recognise, order 

and count 1-10 then 1-20. Again any practice with this at home is greatly appreciated. 

 

Clothing 

We have noticed some items are not correctly labelled.  Please could you label or re-label your 

child’s clothing with their name as it really helps us to get the children out on time at the end of 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE


 

the day. Any help you can give us in supporting the children to become more independent with their 

clothes would be very much appreciated (hanging up clothes at the neck, pulling sleeves the right 

way, zipping or buttoning-up coats etc.) 

 

Christmas 

It’s getting near that exciting time of our Christmas performance “The Little Big Nativity” at St 

Barnabas church on the 9th and 10th December from 9.30-10.30am.  The Reception children will be 

learning songs and a dance. We have sent the booklet home with the song words in it, if you can 

encourage your child to start learning these words, it really does help us. The children are very 

excited about the upcoming play. 

 

Reading Café 

We would like to invite you to come and read to your child or a group of children in your class at 

our new Friday morning reading café. This will be from 8.40-9am every Friday, starting next Friday 

26th November. I am afraid younger siblings will not be able to come to this, as the intention is for 

parents to share the love of books with the children in the reception class without distraction. 

Just come in with your child any Friday morning and join us for reading! We have many books that 

you can read from in our reading corners or if you have a particular children’s book you would like 

to share, please do bring it with you. We look forward to welcoming you. 

 

Cooking 

As we near Christmas, we will be cooking festive biscuits. The children love this activity every year 

and it is a great opportunity for parents to be involved! Later in the term, we will be asking for 

volunteers during the week beginning 13th December. If you are free to give us a few hours of your 

time to support the children, please do let us know. We are very grateful for any help. 

 

Open Classrooms 

Do come and have a look round the classrooms after school on Wednesday 15th December, 3.20-

3.40pm.  Our open classroom sessions give you the opportunity to look at the displays, and for your 

child to show you around and to talk about some of the activities they have enjoyed.   

 

Google Classroom 

Don’t forget to check GC on Fridays to see what we are focusing on in Maths and Literacy the 

following week. You can also see some photos and a brief blog on our week. 

 

Finally, we thank you so much for your continued support and wish you and your children a happy 

and successful half term.  

 

Dates at a glance 

Thurs 9th and Fri 10th December 9.30-10.30am – Nativity at St Barnabas Church 

Weds 15th December 3.20pm-3.40pm – Reception open classrooms 
 

Best wishes, 

Melanie Searle, Joanna Payne and Phoebe Mitchell-Innes 


