
 

 

Reception Newsletter – Summer 1 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back! We hope you all had an enjoyable Easter break. It was lovely to see you all via zoom at the TLCs 

last term. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support with the children’s learning 

during lock down. We know it was tough at times!  

 

Unbelievably we are now in the final term of the Reception year. This half of the summer term (Summer 1) we 

will begin our topic of ‘What lives in my world?’. We will be learning about different animals and plants within 

the world such as those that live on the farm, in the jungle, and the sea, as well as learning about plants, trees, 

and insects too.  We will be looking at and comparing the differences between the environments the animals 

and plants live in.   

 

Sadly, at this time, we would usually visit Godstone Farm, but this year we have decided not to. However, we 

will be holding a teddy bears picnic next half term where you will be able to join us for an end of year picnic. 

More details to follow. 

 

Mr Brown 

I would like to welcome Mr Brown to the Early Year’s Team. He will be carrying out the maternity cover in 

Matisse class until the end of the summer term. We hope he enjoys his time with us. 

 

PE 

As you may know, whole class PE sessions are non-statutory in the Early Years Foundation Stage.  Since 

September, the EYFS Physical Development curriculum at DVIS has been delivered through our everyday 

quality indoor and outdoor provision, with the children working towards the following PD Early Learning 

Goals:  

 

Moving and Handling: Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. They 

move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools 

effectively, including pencils for writing. 

Health and Self-Care: Children know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a 

healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. They manage their own basic hygiene and 

personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet independently 

 

However, in order to start getting children ready for Year 1 and to develop their physical skills further, we 

feel that structured class PE sessions are now appropriate and these will begin this half term every Tuesday 

for all three classes. 

 

Please remember to send your children to school in their PE kits on these days (w/c 4th May) which they can 

wear all day.  PE kit consists of:  

white t-shirt  

black shorts or track suit trousers  

black plimsolls or black or white trainers and socks.  

School jumper 

Please make sure all clothing is clearly named. PE will take place mainly outdoors and will follow a structured 

PE curriculum suitable for 4 & 5 year olds. 

 

 

 

 



Open Classrooms 

This is an opportunity for you to see what the children have been up to within the class. Photos of activities 

and displays will be posted onto Google Classroom at the end of this half term so please keep a look out for a 

notification. 

 

Start times 

Please ensure your child is in at the correct start time for their class in the morning as we are now enjoying 

‘early morning work’, which supports the children in their learning. Examples of this include letter formation 

and simple spelling. Children who miss these sessions due to lateness are missing important learning time.  

 

Maths 

Recently in maths, we have been writing, recognising and ordering numbers from 10-20. Some children still find 

this difficult so any help at home with this is greatly appreciated. We will also be working on adding and taking 

away, with the children reading addition/subtraction sums and calculating the answer. Any practice of this at 

home is helpful for them too. 

 

Water and Sunscreen 

Now that the days are hopefully (fingers crossed) warming up, named water bottles are essential every day. 

Please remember to send them in. If we do have very sunny days please send your child in with sunscreen on, 

as we are not allowed to apply it.  

 

Next year's Year One classes 

Each year, at the end of Reception, we create new classes for Year 1 (these then remain for Year 2). The 

idea behind this change is that we do not know the children fully at the start of the year but in the summer 

of Reception we can make a well-informed decision about new classes, as we know the children well within the 

school setting. The class teachers will develop three new class lists in the coming weeks and will keep in mind 

individual children's needs as well as friendships.   

 
If you have any very specific concerns regarding your child or issues that you believe we are not aware of, 

please speak to your child's class teacher. These new class groups will then have some time to meet and 

play together over the second part of the summer term once we have spoken to the children and sent you 

the lists. We are aiming to carry out this process as early as possible so that the children can bond with 

their new friends prior to the summer break. At the end of the term they will also be able to visit their new 

classrooms and meet their teachers.   

 

We look forward to a happy and successful term and thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

Mrs Warriss and The Reception Team 


