
Reception Newsletter – Summer 1 2022 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back! We hope you all had an enjoyable Easter break. It was lovely to see you all for TLCs last term. 

Unbelievably we are now in the final term of the Reception year! This half of the summer term (Summer 1) our 

topic is ‘What lives in my world?’ and we had a great start last week with our trip to Godstone Farm. We will 

be also learning about other animals and plants within the world such as those that in the jungle, the sea, as 

well as learning about plants, trees, and insects too.  We will be looking at similarities and differences between 

habitats as well as learning about the past in dinosaur week this week! 

 

Google Classroom and learning at home 

This is our virtual learning platform where we currently post weekly blogs about what the children have been 

learning that week (with photos!) as well as a look forward to what we’ll be learning the following week. Over 

the summer term we will begin to use this platform to post a few more ideas for some activities you can do as 

a family to enhance what the children are learning at school.  

 

If you haven’t yet logged on to see what it’s all about, please do! We love reading the comments you leave. 

 

As a taster, we have posted an idea for topic learning on each Google Classroom. Go to the ‘Classwork’ tab at 

the top of the class home page, and you will see a new topic ‘What lives in my world?”. Under that topic is an 

article about Mrs Searle’s recent visit to the London Wetland Centre, with some suggestions and links for you! 

 

PE 

Please remember to send your children to school in their PE kits on TUESDAYS which they can wear all day.  

On 9th 16th and 23rd May, Matisse Class will be having PE on a Monday instead of Tuesday to accommodate a 

local sports coach who will be coming in to do some professional development. 

 

PE kit consists of:  

 white t-shirt  

 black shorts, leggings or track suit trousers  

 black plimsolls, black or white trainers, and socks.  

 school jumper 

Please make sure all clothing is clearly named. PE will take place mainly outdoors and will follow a structured 

PE curriculum suitable for 4 & 5 year olds. 

 

Class assemblies 

This term, instead of an open classroom, we will be showcasing our learning so far this year in a class assembly 

to which you are invited! Dates for each class are as follows and will be at 9.15-9.30am. 

 

Lowry – Thursday 19th May 

Matisse – Friday 20th May 

Riley – Wednesday 18th May 

 

Start times 

Please ensure your child is in at the correct start time for their class in the morning so that they don’t miss 

any ‘early morning work’. This is usually consolidation of previous learning which is an important aspect that the 

children need. Examples of this include letter formation and simple spelling. Children who miss these sessions 

due to lateness are missing important learning time.  

 

Doors open 8.40am and children need to be in the school building by 8.50am. 

  

  



Reading and Bug Club 

Thank you for all the work you do at home to support the children’s learning, especially with reading. This really 

is the area that has the most impact for children at this stage of their education. Helping your child to read 

every day for just 5 mins is so valuable and we can see the impact of this at school. Please do keep accessing 

Bug Club for e-books, and also reading stories to the children so they hear a rich and varied language. 

 

Water and Sunscreen 

Now that the days are hopefully (fingers crossed) warming up, named water bottles are essential every day. 

Please remember to send them in. If we do have very sunny days, please send your child in with sunscreen 

already applied.  

 

Next year's Year One classes 

Each year, at the end of Reception, we create new classes for Year 1 (these then remain for Year 2). The 

idea behind this change is that we do not know the children fully at the start of the year but in the summer 

of Reception we can make a well-informed decision about new classes, as we know the children well within the 

school setting. The class teachers will develop three new class lists in the coming weeks and will keep in mind 

individual children's needs as well as friendships.   

 
If you have any very specific concerns regarding your child or issues that you believe we are not aware of, 

please speak to your child's class teacher. These new class groups will then have some time to meet and 

play together over the second part of the summer term once we have spoken to the children and sent you 

the lists. We are aiming to carry out this process as early as possible so that the children can bond with 

their new friends prior to the summer break. At the end of the term they will also be able to visit their new 

classrooms and meet their teachers.   

 

We look forward to a happy and successful term and thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs Searle, Miss Payne and Mrs Shilling 


