
 

YEAR 1 NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2 2021 
 

The second half of autumn term is now under way and we are beginning to look forward to Christmas! Here are 

just a few things for your diaries. 

 

Nativity play 

As you are probably aware, Year 1 plays the major part in our Christmas production, taking on all the acting 

roles. This year the title of our Christmas production is ‘Big Little Nativity’.  Every child will have a part to 

play, although it will not be possible for everyone to have a speaking role. A booklet with song words for the 

production has been sent home. Children with speaking parts will also have a script to bring home. Please 

support your child to learn the songs and lines by heart as soon as possible – we really appreciate this. If any 

of you have any artistic and sewing talents, we would LOVE to hear from you for help with costumes.  

 

The performances take place at St. Barnabas Church at 9:30am on Thursday 9th December (siblings welcome) 

and Friday 10th December (adults only). The Friday performance will be filmed and DVDs will be available to 

order nearer the time. 

 

Topic Learning 

Our topic this half term is ‘We are architects’. We are currently learning about different types of 

buildings and their uses.  Later this term we will be looking at diverse buildings from around the world and 

comparing the different materials used to build them and why. The main curriculum focus will be in Science, 

Geography and Design & Technology, where we will be drawing a blueprint for a building, using a range of 

materials to make strong and stable structures and planning our own dream home. We will be looking for 

junk modelling but we will let you know about this later in the term!   

 

If there are any Architect parents or carers who would be able to come and talk to the children about the 

job you do, we would be delighted to hear from you!  Please speak to your class teacher. 

 

Trips 

The children are visiting the London Eye this month to look at buildings in the London skyline. Please let class 

teachers know if you would like to accompany us on this trip to support a small group of children on the day. 

Further information will be sent home soon. Below are the dates of the trip: 
 

Monet – Monday 22nd November 2021 

Goldsworthy – Tuesday 23rd November 2021 

Kandinsky – Thursday 25th November 2021 

 

Year 1 PE days:  

Goldsworthy: Monday and Thursday    

Kandinsky: Monday and Tuesday 

Monet: Thursday and Friday 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Open Classroom: Monday 13th December, 3.20 -3.40pm 

Christmas Lunch – Wednesday 15th December 

End of term and own-clothes day: Friday 17th December at 1pm  

 

The Year 1 Team 

Miss Natasha Ridout, Mrs Alina Charalambous (Goldsworthy) 

Mrs Georgia Donmall, Ms Sarah Howell (Kandinsky) 

Mrs Lindsay King, Ms Viki Baltatzidis, Mrs Francesca Nezrek and Ms Mayra Lasso (Monet) 

 

 



 

Curriculum Overview Autumn 2 2021 

ENGLISH 

This term, we are learning how to write stories. We are using as inspiration the following books; ‘Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears’ by Lauren Child and ‘Naughty Bus’ by Jan and Jerry Oke. Our learning will include: 

Developing speaking and listening; retelling stories through drama and role play; writing recounts; information 

writing; sending emails to give advice and writing our own stories. 

 

MATHS 

We will be following the White Rose scheme of learning for Mathematics, covering the following areas: 

Addition and Subtraction; 2D and 3D shapes, including shape patterns; Number (0-20) and place value. 

Throughout the maths curriculum, we aim to encourage reasoning, problem solving and application of 

knowledge. 

 

TOPIC (SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY/DT/ART) 

Within our ‘We are architects’ topic, the children will be learning: 

 to explore how structures can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 

 to identify manmade and natural features 

 to recognise different types of structures 

 to identify and describe the properties of a variety of materials 

 to compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical 

properties 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 

COMPUTING 

We will be following the computing curriculum and our focus this term is on digital artists. The children will 

listen use the Brushes Redux app to create artwork in the style of famous artists including Rothko, 

Kandinsky and Mondrian.  

  

RE 

In RE we are learning about Christian saints and exploring the story of the Nativity.  

 

PSHE 

Identity Society and Equality - Pupils will learn about what makes themselves and others special, roles and 

responsibilities at home and school and about being co-operative with others. 

 

Ideas for home learning this half term: 

 enjoy a story every night and read/discuss what happens 

 play spelling games with flash cards or online (Word Bingo app is fun) 

 purposeful writing activities – letters to Father Christmas and Christmas card writing. 

 practise counting in twos, fives and tens (forwards and backwards)  

 basic addition and subtraction sums within 20 – using objects if possible (the fruit bowl is a good 

place to start!). 

 use the following websites (ictgames, phonicsplay, bbc KS1 bitesize) 

 practise letter formation in their letter families 

 find out about the Christian saints – is there one that you are named after? 

 

 

 


