
 

 

 

YEAR 1 NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 1 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Welcome back! We hope you had a relaxing and happy Easter break. We have an exciting term of learning ahead 

of us. 
 

Our topic this half term is ‘Ready, Steady, Grow!’. We are looking forward to planting runner beans and flowers in 

our school grounds, watching them grow and tasting some before the year is out. During topic we will be learning 

about growth in various contexts, with a focus on labelling and naming flowers, trees, and the parts of plants. Our 

learning objectives have a science focus but also encompass art and computing. One morning we will be going to 

Dulwich Park to investigate trees and make Andy Goldsworthy-style land art. Please let us know if you are able to 

join us, as we will need parent volunteers (see below). 

 

Parent volunteers for outdoor learning 

Each week all Year 1 classes will be taking it in turns to freeflow in the Year 1 garden. From planting seeds, to 

making bird feeders or even some simple woodwork, we need your help! If you are able to support your child’s 

class for an afternoon please speak to your child’s class teacher as soon as possible.  

 

Monet – Wednesdays 1.45 – 2.45pm 

Kandinsky – Fridays 1.45 -2.45pm 

Goldsworthy – Thursdays 1:45-2.45pm 

 

PLASTIC BOTTLES AND CONTAINERS NEEDED! 

Each class needs 30 x 2 litre plastic bottles to upcycle into a watering can. Please send them in if you have any! 

 

PE 

This term Year 1 are continuing with Kick London on Thursdays, as well as their class teacher on one other day 

per week. PE days are as follows:  

 

Goldsworthy:    Tuesday and Thursday    

Monet:  Thursday and Friday  

Kandinsky: Wednesday and Thursday  
    

Calling all animal experts! 

As part of our literacy and science learning, we would love to invite an animal expert to come in and talk to the 

children about looking after and caring for pets. Are you a vet or pastoral farmer (or do you know someone who 

is)? Please contact your class teacher if this is the case, so that we can set this up. Many thanks! We would 

welcome visitors w/c 17th May 2021. 

 

Dulwich Park tree walk 

We are visiting Dulwich Park to help us learn about evergreen and deciduous trees. If you would like to support 

your child’s class walking to and from the park please let your child’s class teacher know.  

 

Goldsworthy – Morning of Thursday 6th May  

Monet – Morning of Wednesday 5th May 

Kandinsky – Morning of Friday 7th May 

 

 

 



 

Visit to the beach! 

After half term, our final topic for Year 1 will be ‘Blue Planet,’ which promises to end our year on a high. The 

Year 1 trip to the beach has always been a favourite and we very much hope to make the trip this year.  Our plan 

is to visit Joss Bay in Kent and the visit is booked for Friday 9th July. We need 15 volunteers per class to 

accompany us. Each volunteer will be given responsibility for supporting the learning of two children during the 

whole day, helping them to undertake a range of learning activities. A letter with further details about the trip 

will be sent home soon and if you are able to join us on the coach please let your class teacher know. 

 

Home clothes Days 

Please note that the last day of every half term, and the last day of term, is a home clothes day. Children can 

bring in a small donation for charity on the day. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and, as always, please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or 

concerns. We wish you and your children a happy and successful half term. 
 

 

The Year One Team 



YEAR 1 SCHEME OF WORK FOR SUMMER 1 2021 

 

ENGLISH 

This term we will be looking at the story ‘Tadpole’s Promise’ by Jeanne Willis. Our learning will include: retelling 

the story and creating our version. Then we will use information from the text to create an explanation poster of 

a life cycle. We will also be looking at the story ‘Pig the Pug’ by Aaron Blabey. Our learning will include: creating 

and performing a class poem, listening to and discussing non- fiction texts and writing and publishing a narrative. 
 
 

MATHS 

We will be following the White Rose scheme, covering the following areas: ‘Number and place value within 100’, 

‘Time’, ‘Multiplication and Division’, and ‘Geometry – Position and Direction’.  Throughout the maths curriculum, we 

aim to encourage problem solving and application of knowledge. You can support your child at home with the 

following activities: 

 

 Practising o’clock, half past the hour, quarter past and quarter to.  

 Discuss the passing of time e.g What would the time be one hour later? 

 Finding halves and quarters of shapes and numbers in practical ways.  

 Solve simple problems in the context of money up to 50p e.g. ‘If one banana costs 10p, what would four 

bananas cost?’ 
 

TOPIC 

Within our ‘Ready Steady Grow’ topic, children will be learning about living things, including: 

• Naming and identifying common wild and garden plants 

• Identify evergreen and deciduous trees in our local environment 

• Recognise that plants need light and water to grow  

• Recognise and name the leaf, flower, stem and root of flowering plants  

• That seeds grow into flowering plants 

• To ask and answer scientific questions 

• To make art, inspired by spring, using close observation and by trying out a range of different techniques 

and materials, including digital art. 

 

COMPUTING 

The children will be making simple instructional films (making and recording a cookery programme), which will 

include learning how to use a video camera and how to edit their work.   
 

 

RE 

Our focus in RE this half term is Judaism. We will look at some of the key symbols from the Jewish faith and 

their meanings, explore Jewish customs, and think about what it means to live as an observant Jew.  The children 

will meet a Rabbi from the South London Synagogue.  We would also welcome any parents who wish to come in and 

share their experiences of being a member of the Jewish faith. 

 
 
 

Ideas for learning at home 

1. Look closely at different plants in the garden or the park. How are they the same? How are they different? 

2. Plant seeds at home. Record how much they grow by drawing pictures or measuring them. 

3. Name common plants and trees in the park, or in your garden. 

4. Do you or anyone you know have a pet? Think about what pets need to be happy and healthy. 

5.  Do leaf rubbings on some paper and compare the different patterns. 

5. Help with the weekly shopping. What fresh fruit and vegetables does your family buy each week? How much do 

you spend on it? Could you save money by growing any of it at home? 

 


