
 

YEAR 1 NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 1 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to Year 1 - we hope you are well rested after the summer holiday. We are really looking forward to 

the year ahead and have many exciting things in store. Here are just a few things we would like to let you 

know about as the year gets started.  

 

Topic Learning – ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ 

At Dulwich Village Infants’ we have a topic-based approach to learning.  The topics are designed to be 

interesting and motivating for children while covering the statutory content of the National Curriculum. Our 

topic this half term is ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ and we will be learning about the Solar System, famous 

astronauts, space travel and much more!  Additionally, we will be learning about our local environment and 

using maps to explore and locate places in Dulwich. 

 

Dulwich Village walk 

We will be going on a fieldtrip of our local area using looking and listening skills to find out more about where 

we live and describing the location of features on a simple map. Our walk around Dulwich Village will be on the 

following dates and we would like 3 parent volunteers per class. Please let your class teacher know if you are 

able to support us.  We will leave school at 9.15 and aim to be back by 10.15 (playtime). 

Monet: Wednesday 23rd September 

Goldsworthy: Friday 25th September 

Kandinsky: Thursday 24th September 

 

A Visitor from Space! 

To support our topic learning, we are lucky enough to have a representative from UK Space Agency come to 

talk to the children on Tuesday 6th October.  

 

PE 

During Year 1 each class will have a term of gym, dance and games coaching run by Kick London. Children need 

to come to school wearing their PE kits on both days they have PE. (They do not need to bring their uniforms 

with them.)  The school PE uniform is white T-shirt, black jogging bottoms/shorts (weather dependent), 

black or white plain trainers or plimsolls and a red school sweatshirt.  

 

Year 1 PE days: Monday & Thursday 

 

ADULT SOCKS WANTED! 

It would be very helpful if you could send a pair of unwanted long adult socks in your child’s book bag by 

Monday 21st September. We will be using them to make alien puppets to support their learning in English. 

  

Dates for your Diary 

End of term and mufti day: Friday 23rd October  

 

We look forward to getting to know you as you collect your child at the end of the day.   

 

Many thanks, 

 

The Year 1 Team 

Mrs Maxine Christian, Mrs Alina Charalambous and Mrs Afusat Osinowo (Goldsworthy) 

Mrs Georgia Donmall, Ms Jennie Phillips and Mr Ahmadou Nimaga (Kandinsky) 

Mrs Lindsay King, Mrs Kate Richards, Mrs Francesca Nezrek and Miss Abi Oreyomi (Monet) 



 

YEAR 1 SCHEME OF WORK FOR AUTUMN 1 2020 
 

ENGLISH  

This term, our English work will focus on stories in space.  In particular, we will be exploring ‘Beegu’ by Alexis 

Deacon and ‘Sidney, Stella and the Moon’ by Emma Yarlett.  Our learning will include: Developing speaking and 

listening; reciting stories and poems through drama; role play and practical activities; writing recounts; 

information writing; writing our own stories. 

 

MATHS 

We will be following the National Curriculum for Mathematics, which begins by introducing and covering the 

following areas: ‘Number and place value’, ‘Addition’ and ‘Subtraction’, and ‘Shape’. We will be introducing a 

maths mastery approach to develop the children’s in-depth knowledge of the curriculum areas. We aim to 

encourage problem solving, reasoning and application of knowledge. 

 

TOPIC (SCIENCE/ART/DT/GEOGRAPHY/HISTORY) 

Within our topic ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ and we will be learning about the Solar System, famous astronauts, 

space travel and much more! This will help support children in exploring the settings of their two space based 

literacy texts this term. During science experiments, children will perform simple experiments and use their 

observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. We will observe the seasons change this term and 

begin to describe the associated weather. Towards the end of this unit, we will use our designing and making 

skills in a DT project.  

 

COMPUTING  

We will be following the computing curriculum and our focus this term is on keyboard skills using iPads and 

laptops. 

 

PE  

This half term we will be doing dance, gymnastics or games in our twice-weekly PE slots. 

 

RE  

We will be looking at why Christians make and keep promises before God. We will also prepare for the 

Harvest Festival by thinking about what we are thankful for and where food comes from. 

 

MUSIC  

Each class has two music lessons a week, taught by Mrs Lesley Ewens outside. This term we will be learning 

simple rhythms. Mrs Ewens also takes a weekly Year 1 singing session. Year 1 will be learning the recorder at 

school with Mrs Ewens this year and next year. They will use a school recorder that will be kept in school.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

IDEAS FOR LEARNING AT HOME 

 Listen to your child read every night. Get your children to spot single sounds and digraphs in words e.g. 

‘ai’ in ‘rain.’  

 Read a story to your child every night and ask simple comprehension questions e.g. ‘Why do you think he 

did that?’  

 Practise counting forwards and backwards, in ones, twos, fives and tens. 

 Look out for maths around you e.g. look for numbers on doors, shapes on road signs etc. 

 Discuss your journey to school and use geographical language to describe the location of features in the 

village. 

 Discuss the seasons and things that change around us.  

 

Spellings in Autumn 1 to include: 

the, a, do, to, today, of, said, says, are, were, was, is, his, has, I, you, your, they, be, he, me, she, we, no, go, 

so, by, my, here, there, where. 



 

 

 

Drop off and pick up times 

Please see below drop off and pick up times. Please remember to give space between those in front and 

behind you in the class queue. 

 

Class  
Drop 
off time 

Pick up 
time   

Parents/children line up -  
 keeping in mind social 
distancing   

Kandinsky  8:40  3:10  
From the class door up 

towards the playground  

Monet   8:40  3:10  

From the class door at the 

back of the building looping 

around the building  

Goldsworthy   8:50  3:20  

From the class door at the 

back of the building looping 

around the building  

 

 

Year 1 Blog 

Please visit our school blog to find out what your child has been learning about each week! 

https://www.dulwichvillageinfants.co.uk/blog 

 

Water bottles 

Please can you remember children’s water bottles each day as the outside water fountains are closed.   

 

Book bags 

Children should bring their book bags on Mondays and Fridays starting from the 21st September. All 

children will be given two new reading books on a Monday. Please return these to school on Friday morning so 

they can be safely stored and quarantined over the weekend.  

 

If you have any questions or queries, please send an email to the office. We will endeavour to answer your 

query as soon as possible. 

https://www.dulwichvillageinfants.co.uk/blog

