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Y1 Overview



How do we teach in Year 1?



A varied learning environment



Differences in Year 1

• Buddies 

• M&Ms

• Book bags

• Home reading books

http://www.mapac.com/schools/schoolbags/products/book-bags/primo-book-bag/image
http://www.mapac.com/schools/schoolbags/products/book-bags/primo-book-bag/image


Curriculum



A Day in the Life…



English



National Curriculum - literature

“The overarching aim for English in the national 

curriculum is to promote high standards of language and 

literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the 

spoken and written language, and to develop their love of 

literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.”



Phonics 

•Phonics is the sounds in the English alphabet.

•We teach the sounds or phonemes and how to blend 

these to make words.

•Knowing the correct phonemes will make blending easier 

and therefore develop fluency in reading and spelling.

•A grapheme is a letter or a group of 

letters that represent a single sound or

phoneme.



“ We say the word, we robot the word, we write the 

word.”

Encourage children to:

• Count the phonemes/sounds

• Robot arms and blend the words

• Use the sound in a sentence – reading and 

writing.

• Make up alien words with the sound.

Celebrate our juicy mistakes!

Phonics at DVIS



Phonics test

• All Year 1 children are 

tested on phonics in June 

2022. 

• Tests the children’s ability to 

use their phonic knowledge 

to read.

• There will be an opportunity 

to retake in Year 2.



Reading in Year 1

• Daily phonics 

• Guided reading – fun box, author boxes, audio station

• Book Corners

• Parent volunteers

• Story time

• Home reading and Bug Club

• English & Topic lessons



Word reading

• Recognise and use taught sounds

• Blending sounds to read words

• Reading words with contractions

• Word endings – s/es, ing, ed, er

• Divide words into syllables

Reading comprehension

• Say what they like and dislike about a story

• Link what they have heard or read to their own experiences

• Retelling and sequencing stories

• Make predictions and begin to make inferences

Reading assessment



How can you support reading?

• Read with your child every day

• Ask questions before, during and after

• Let them see you reading

• Play rhyming games

• Have a couple of sight words to 
learn each week.



Quality Literature in Year 1



Year 1 writers

• Capital letters and full stops to mark a sentence

• Experiment with question marks and exclamation marks

• Noun phrases to describe (adjectives)

• Using sentences with conjunctions: and, but, so, because, 

when 

• Suffixes (word endings) eg. Helping, helped, helper

• Prefix - un

• When to capitalise nouns – proper 

nouns

• Spells common exception words - was, 

said, her 

• Form upper and lowercase letters and 

digits 0-9



How can you support writing?

• All writing is good, however small

• Shopping lists

• Postcards

• Diaries

• Lots of reading to support and 
develop language

• Alternative words and extending 
vocabulary

• Practise letter formation



Handwriting

• In Year 1 we develop children’s letter formation.

• By Year 2 our aim is for most children to join their handwriting.

• Twice weekly handwriting task

• Gross and fine motor warm up activities

• Check sitting position and pencil grip



Maths



Maths at DVIS

• Our aim is that pupils build their learning 
power of resilience and adopt a growth 
mind-set in mathematics and come to see 
themselves as mathematicians. 

• At DVIS we understand the importance of instilling a love of 
maths in our children.



Maths at DVIS

• Curriculum areas explored in greater depth

• Mastery for all pupils through paired talk tasks 
and a carefully sequenced curriculum:

• NCETM Mastery Professional Development 

• White Rose Maths Hub Schemes of learning

• Number sense and place value come first

• Problem solving is central

What does this mean in practice?



Maths at DVIS

Using a maths mastery approach

• Teaching for mastery is based on a belief that all 

children can achieve in maths. 

• The aim of maths mastery is to deepen children’s 

understanding to the point where basic maths skills 

become second nature to them. 

• The whole class is taught together but extra support 

is given to children who find the topic difficult.

• Challenge is offered through higher order 

questioning and problem solving.



Maths at DVIS

Curriculum Areas



• Discuss numbers all around you: bus 
numbers, door numbers

• When cooking with your child, get them to 
weigh and measure ingredients

• Give them opportunities to handle different 
coins and understand their value. 

How you can help at home



• Read the time to the hour and half hour on 
an analogue clock.

• Log on to Mathletics and practice as often 
as you can.

• nrich.maths.org/maths-at-home

• Numberblocks on TV

• Always try to make it FUN!

How you can help at home



Other Curriculum 

Areas



A  broad and  balanced curriculum

To Infinity and Beyond!

Art and Design: To design a picture with moving parts; to 

construct, measure and join materials.

Science: To observe closely and identify planets in our 

solar system; to observe changes throughout the seasons

History: To identify the key events in the life of Neil 

Armstrong and Mae Jemison

Computing: To practice my typing skills

Geography: To identify places in our local area



Trips and visitors



Year 1 Topics

• To Infinity and Beyond!

• We Are Architects

• We Can Be Heroes!

• Over the Land and Sea

• Ready Steady Grow

• Blue Planet



Building emotional literacy

• Circle times: game playing and turn taking 

to promote listening skills, relationship 

building and conflict resolution

• RULER: a scheme to develop language to 

express, label and regulate our emotions

• Building Learning Power: encouraging the 

children to be ready, willing and able to lock 

onto learning. 

• PSHE – this term our focus is our Mental 

Health and Wellbeing



RE and Worship

• Daily Worship – Thankfulness Celebration, Values 

Celebration, Praise Party

• RE – Belonging and Baptism, Christmas, Easter, 

Judaism, Islam, Story of Creation



Music

• Weekly Year group singing with Mrs Ewens

• Weekly class music lessons with Mrs Ewens focussing 

on listening, singing, composing and performing



PE

• KICK London: Dance, Games and 

Gym

• PE: Movement and skills - such as 

running, jumping, throwing, 

catching, as well as developing 

balance, agility and co-ordination

• Additional: Skipping workshops, 

Circus Skills, Sports Day



Assessment and tracking



Communication



The School Website

• Weekly learning objectives for English and Maths

• Half-termly                                                   

newsletters

• Important dates

• Information on our topics and trips



We look forward to 

a fun year ahead!


