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Homework Guidance 
 
Our aims at this school are for all children to: 
 

1. Have high self esteem and confidence in their abilities 
2. Achieve their full potential academically and in every respect 
3. Demonstrate the highest standards of behaviour and a respect for the cultural and 

religious differences of others 
 
At DVIS we strongly believe that: 
 

 the purpose of homework is to enable children to practise and consolidate  the skills 
and ideas they have learnt at school but at home.  

 Homework should be carried out with some adult support but should not be done 
by an adult.  

 Homework must be age appropriate and take into account the busy day the children 
have at school. 

 Homework should be supportive of the learning in school and not stressful for the 
child or family. 

 Homework does not replace the many enriching activities a family can offer and 
prioritise out of school, such as riding bikes, outings to parks or museums, playing 
with friends, baking, visits to the library and other brilliant child appropriate 
activities that often cannot be offered in school as part of the curriculum. 

 
Homework at DVIS will not be marked as such. The reason for this is that the teachers mark 
work and assess alongside the children every day and are fully aware of their capabilities. If 
there is a piece of learning the children do at home that they would like to celebrate with us 
we would really enjoy doing that with them during class time at school. The parent and child 
may speak with the class teacher.   
 
Research 
 
To date there is little research that shows that homework for children in the infant phase of 
schooling (aged 4-7) has impact on their learning and progress. Homework is often 
supported directly or indirectly; direct support being support where parents sit with the 
children and work with them and indirect support where parents are enabling homework for 
example by adjusting the environment, such as turning off the television. 
 
An article in The Guardian (4.3.12) stated “While homework is controversial, experts agree 
on the value of parents taking an interest in their children's intellectual life. Results from the 
OECD Pisa study, which compares school systems around the world, found a strong 
association between children's reading performance at 15, and home activities such as 
discussing politics, talking about books or films and eating meals together as a family.” 
 
However, we value parental support and believe reinforcing and practicing of some key skills 
can support the work in school. This homework guidance aims to ensure consistency 
throughout the school in terms of what, when and how often homework is set, if at all. 
 
Throughout the year parents and carers are kept informed of their child’s curriculum and 
progress through the following: 

 Curriculum evenings at the beginning or end of every year 

 Half Termly year group curriculum newsletters 
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 Termly Learning Conferences with parent, child and teacher present.  

 Class Assemblies once in the year 

 Open classrooms once every half term. 

 Annual summary reports. 

 Website year group pages with weekly learning objectives for English and Maths. 
 
How long might children spend on homework? 
 
The type and amount of homework will vary according to the child’s age and stage of 
development. Government guidelines recommended weekly time allocations for homework 
but these were withdrawn in 2012, as the Government looked to Headteachers to set the 
guidance for their school, taking into account the children and their specific school setting. 
 
What homework will be set? 
 
Daily reading. 
 
In Reception, children bring home a book to share with their parents and generally to have 
read to them initially. After approximately half a term, the children begin to bring books 
home either with no words or some text- either way we encourage parents to listen to their 
child tell the story in the book and some will try to sound out the words or point to letters in 
the books. As they progress they will select books within the colour band that the teacher 
has assessed them at and placed them in. Ideas for reading with each child are in the back of 
the books and a bookmark with ideas for supporting children’s reading at home is also sent 
home. 
 
In Year 1, children will bring home a book which they can read themselves and the children 
will be encouraged to change these three times a week. They will do this independently, 
choosing them from the correct colour band for their reading level but making their own 
choice.  They also have the option of choosing a book from the class library to be read to 
them and discussed with an adult.  
 
In Year 2 children will bring home a book which they can read themselves. The children will 
be encouraged to change these three times a week; again this is carried out independently.  
 
Reading is the most important homework our children do because it helps them to: 

 Become more fluent readers with improved comprehension 

 Improve their vocabulary and awareness of grammar 

 Develop their English writing skills. If children cannot tell a good story they will not 
be able to write a good story. 

 
If possible, children should read with an adult in a quiet space and discuss what they have 
read. More fluent readers may read alone for 10 to 20 minutes a day. Bookmarks with 
targets for the children on are sent home in the book bags. The bookmarks relate to the 
colour band ahead of the band within which the child is currently working.  
 
Weekly handwriting/letter formation practice 
 
Each year group is set weekly handwriting practice sent home on a Monday. This work will 
not be marked but can be kept at home as a reminder for child and parent about letter 
formation. The teachers at school are already fully aware of how the children are doing with 
their handwriting but, like reading, this is a skill that can be rehearsed at home for 10 
minutes a week. These sheets can also be used in any way parents would like, such as 
practising phonics, writing words beginning with the phonic for example. As the children 
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progress through the school the handwriting will be joined and again rehearsal of this skill is 
useful. 
 
 
Other Homework Tasks might include: 
 
Foundation Stage – Reception 
 
Fun Books – these are kept in school during the week and then sent home over the weekend 
for the child to add to as they wish, possibly illustrating a trip to the park or recording a 
sentence about a party.  
 
Occasionally key words will be sent home in order to learn them by sight. 
 
Key Stage One (Yr 1 and Yr 2)  
 
Occasional Tasks may also be set according to need e.g. related to the writing task that 
week or practise for skills such as number formation.   

 Interviewing adults at home about improving the local area/their own personal history 

 Learning the words of songs and/or poems 

 Practising words for a performance or class assembly 

 Finding photographs or pictures 

 Spellings (Year 2)  

 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar booklet supplied by school – approximately two 
pages a  week (Year 2)  

 
Homework and any other parent communication informing parents of ‘work’ for the week 
must be planned for and agreed by year group teams during their planning meetings. 
 
Other Optional Tasks (found on the website in year group letters/weekly objectives) can 
be researched on the internet for ideas for those who would like activities. 

Maths 
 
Maths expectations for the year are outlined at the curriculum meetings every year and 
ideas given for how parents may help at home. This is optional homework but we hope it 
will provide appropriate opportunities for children who want to and are able to cope with 
homework at the end of a school day when they are still 7 years old or younger.  
 
Meeting Children’s Needs 

Homework needs to be differentiated wherever possible e.g. spellings in Year 2. Class 
teachers should discuss homework sensitively with parents of children with Special Needs to 
allow them to support their child in accessing the homework set for the rest of the class. 
Parents may need advice from teachers about the best way to support their child in maths 
or literacy. 
 
The role of the Parent and Carer in supporting homework 
 
The school encourages parents to take part in their child’s learning through activities at 
home. The school also asks that parents: 

1. Provide a reasonably quiet space and time for children to do their reading or 
homework. 

2. Value the work that their child has done and explain how it will support their 
learning in school. 
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3. Encourage the children and praise them when they have completed their 
homework. 

4. Encourage children to share work with teachers that they have carried out 
independently at home.  

 
Parental support in their child’s learning is key to a happy and shared learning experience for 
every child whilst at school. 
 
This policy will be reviewed every three years and discussed with parents at the relevant 
curriculum meetings at the start of each academic year. 

 

Revised by Helen Poyton Sept’ 2016  
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Appendix 
 

How can you help your child with their reading? 
 
 
* Read with your child every day but try to do so at a time when there are few other 
distractions and they are not too tired (a challenge after a long day at school!). 
 
* Always praise your child’s efforts. For a child to progress as a reader, he/she must feel 
confident and enjoy their reading. If your child makes a mistake, couch your comments in 
positive terms – eg ‘Yes, you’re right, that word does start with a ‘t’, but have a look at the 
sounds after it.’ 
 
* Don’t think you can’t tell your child difficult words. If your child is struggling with a tricky 
word, it’s fine to tell it to them. Use your common sense. If it’s a word that you know he or 
she has come across before or could sound out or could guess from the pictures, encourage 
them to try to remember it, or to say the sounds, or to look at the picture for clues. If it’s a 
real toughie, just tell them. 
 
* Help your child build up a vocabulary of sight words. Phonic knowledge is vital, but the 
aim of learning to read is to eventually recognise words on sight, particularly irregular words. 
Keep to hand the list of the top 100 high-frequency words, and every now and again check 
that your child is slowly building up their sight vocabulary. 
 
* Don’t jump in to correct mistakes too early. This is very important, and surprisingly hard 
to do! Wait until the end of a phrase or sentence to see if your child realises they have made 
an error before drawing attention to it (positively! See above).  
 
Errors are good! They are never random and tell you a lot about your child’s favoured 
reading strategies. Do they rely heavily on pictures? Do they focus on context? Do they have 
a good understanding of grammatical structure? Do they realise that what they’ve read 
doesn’t make sense? A fluent reader will be able to use all these strategies when 
appropriate. 
 
For example, imagine your child is reading a page that has a picture of a boy eating a peach, 
accompanied by the sentence: ‘The boy eats the peach.’ The following different responses 
from your child can tell you a lot about their favoured reading strategies. 
 
Child says: “The boy eats the apple.” 
It makes grammatical and contextual sense, and the peach could look like an apple in the 
picture. The child needs to be encouraged to pay more attention to the actual letters and 
sounds of unknown words. 
 
 
Child says: “The boy eats the peanut.” 
It makes grammatical and contextual sense, and the child has paid some attention to the 
sounds. They need to be careful to sound out all the sounds in a word, and to use the picture 
for clues.  
 
Child says: “The boy eats the beach.” 
The child seems to be focusing on the words and sounds quite accurately (reading ‘b’ for ‘p’ 
is a common and minor error), but isn’t thinking about whether their reading makes sense. 
Encourage them to re-read the sentence and decide if it makes sense, and to look for clues 
in the picture. 
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Child says: “The boy eat the peach.” 
This is a very accurate reading apart from the grammatical error with ‘eats’. Was this just 
careless or does the child frequently use the wrong person with verbs? 
 
Note that an ability to re-read for sense is a vital skill for a child to develop when learning to 
read. 
 
* Talk about the book before and after reading. Reading well is about far more than simply 
being able to decode words on a page. The best readers are able to recount stories 
accurately, make predictions about events or characters, draw inferences, relate texts to 
other stories they’ve read and to their own experiences. Therefore, discussion around a 
book is as important as actually reading it.  
 
Before starting, ask your child to tell you what they see on its cover – “What do you think 
this book might be about?” “Why do you think that?”. Is there a blurb on the back? Read it 
and discuss.  
 
Ask questions as your child reads (though not so frequently as to disrupt their flow!) - “What 
do you think will happen next?”  
 
After finishing, ask your child if they enjoyed the book and why – “What was your favourite 
part?” “Why do you think this character behaved in that way?” “What would you have done 
if it had happened to you?” 
 
Try to make your questioning as varied as possible, ranging from simple retrieval of 
information (“Can you show me where the word ‘astronaut’ is?” “What was the dog’s 
name?” “How many words can you find that rhyme with ‘do’?”) to more complex questions 
that require a deeper understanding or further thought (“Do you think the hen was clever or 
not?” “Did the boy do the right thing in keeping the money?”). 
 


