
 

 

Dulwich Village C of E Infants’ School 

Spiritual Development Policy 

Vision 

At DVIS we want all children and adults to flourish with God in life, 

learning and love.  

As with a stick of rock, our curriculum has strands permeating through it; 

these strands include the school’s distinctive Christian vision, the 

school’s Christian values and opportunities across the entire curriculum for spiritual 

development. 

 

Spiritual Development  

At DVIS we believe all children are innately spiritual and that throughout their lifetime they 

become more and more aware of their spirituality. 

We are deeply committed to enhancing children’s understanding of who they are, what 

their place is in the world and how this impacts them, their friends, family and their lives. 

We believe it is important for the children to understand that there is something ‘bigger’ 

than them in the world i.e. transcendent. 

“Provision for the spiritual development of pupils includes developing their:  

 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective 
on life; 

 interest in, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values; 

 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the 
world around them; 

 use of imagination and creativity in their learning; 

 willingness to reflect on their experiences.”             
Ofsted 

 

“The spiritual life is a reaching out to our innermost self, to our fellow human and to our 

God”. 

Henri Nouwen. 

At DVIS we seek to provide numerous opportunities for children to reach out and 

experience life in all its fullness. 

We do this through: 

 A rich and varied curriculum; 

 Learning through experiences in and out of school; 

 Our teachers, parents, visitors and community members; 

 The world around us - buildings, nature and people; 

 Play and exploration; 



 Finding out about and learning from other faiths; 

 Listening to others’ points of view and developing empathy; 

 Asking questions; 

 Forming relationships; 

 Creative and imaginative experiences; 

 Seasonal opportunities through the Church’s calendar; 

 Feelings and emotions experienced, acknowledged and shared; 

 Collective worship, both quiet and loud! 

 Religious Education, learning about other faiths and from other perspectives; 

 Personal, Social, Emotional Development that celebrates the excitement of 
difference and diversity;  

 Being advocates for others. 
 

Work by Liz Mills (Stapleford Centre) demonstrates what we at DVIS strive to achieve 

through our teaching, learning and everyday relationships.  

Windows, Mirrors and Doors… 

Windows:  

Opportunities to look out on the world to 

gaze and wonder: The Wow and Ows 

moments. The things we find amazing and 

those things that bring us up short, the 

tougher, more painful moments.  

We Encounter: the learning about life. 

 

Mirrors:   

Opportunities for children to reflect, to look 

inward and to consider some of the big 

questions of life: to explore their own insights 

and those of others. 

We Reflect: the learning from life.  

 

Doors:  

Giving opportunities to children to respond, to 

do something, to go through the door of a 

creative expression of their own thoughts and 

convictions. 

We Transform: the learning to live by, putting 

into action what we believe. 


