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Communication & Language and Literacy
What we do at school…

Phonics 

Writing

Speaking & 
Listening

Reading

Child



Reading
The most important skill children will learn at this school - and probably the key 

life skill - is how to read. 

Children are amazing! All develop at their own speed.



Reading

What do the words say? What do the words mean?

Decoding (phonics) Word recognition Comprehension



Phonics Guided reading Home reading

YR: Single-letter sounds & some common 

double-letter sounds.

Y1: Most double- and triple-letter sounds.

Y2: Consolidate all sounds, then move on 

to spellings.

Children read once a week with teacher in 

similar ability groups using books at the 

appropriate level. Children in Y1/Y2 will 

then tackle follow-up activities in their 

groups on other days of the week.

Children take home an appropriate level book to 

read to parents (Mon, Wed & Fri). At early levels, 

they should read them twice - once for decoding, 

once for fluency and comprehension.

How do we teach reading?



Since 2007, schools in the UK have been required to teach reading using synthetic 

phonics. This decision was based on the Rose Review (2006) into the teaching of reading, 

which concluded that synthetic phonics ‘offers the vast majority of young children the best 

and most direct route to becoming skilled readers and writers’.

Synthetic phonics teaches the 'pure' sounds (‘phonemes'), and then how to blend 

(‘synthesise’) them to make words.

The 'pure' sound is the actual sound you make when you say a word - eg the first sound of 

'sit' is 'ssssss' like a snake, not 'suh'. If I child knows the pure sounds, he or she will find 

blending easier. 

Phonics



Phonics
Phase one- environmental sounds, rhyme, alliteration games

Phase Two Letter Progression-

Set 1: s a t p 

Set 2: i n m d 

Set 3: g o c k 

Set 4: ck e u r 

Set 5: h b f ff l ll ss

Phase Three letter progression-

Remainder of the letters and then digraphs (sh, ch, th, ng) 

Set 6: j v w x 

Set 7: y z zz 

High frequency words



Competent readers recognise on sight the great majority of words they read. 

While it is vital that children learn decoding skills so they can tackle unknown 

words, the eventual aim is to move beyond phonics.

A list has been produced of the top 100 words that appear in children's books. 

These make up 50% of the words in all books. 

If you can help your child to recognise just the top 16 words they will be able to 

read around 30%of the words in all books.  

Word recognition



* Always praise your child’s efforts. 

* Encourage the child to point to the text as they read and 'sound out' regular 

words for which they know the sounds.

*Encourage the use of pictures for clues.

*Encourage the child to read on in the sentence if they are stuck on a word and 

come back to the word.

*Try to find words with a word e.g tea or each in teacher. 

* Don’t think you can’t tell your child difficult words. 

* Help the child build up a vocabulary of sight words. 

* Don’t jump in to correct mistakes too early. 

* Talk about the book before and after reading. 

* Encourage the child to recognise letters and words in the environment.

* * Foster a love of reading, and model it.

What you can do to help.



Thanks very much 
for coming !


